
Laying Laminate Flooring: A Comprehensive DIY Guide



Discover the satisfaction of transforming your home with new laminate flooring. This comprehensive DIY guide provides a step-by-step approach to
laminate flooring installation, empowering you to achieve professional-looking results. From subfloor preparation to finishing touches, we'll cover
everything you need to know.
Before You Start: Acclimatizing Your Laminate Flooring
Before diving into installation, allow your new laminate flooring to acclimatize to its new environment. This helps prevent issues like expansion or
contraction after installation.
Essential Tools for Laminate Flooring Installation
Here's a checklist of tools you'll need for your laminate flooring project:

Mitre saw
Small crowbar

Square
Drill with a flat wood bit

Flooring kit (including spacers)
Stanley knife
Tape measure

Pencil
Safety goggles and face mask

Masking tape
Vacuum cleaner



Prioritize safety during your laminate flooring installation with these precautions:
Eye and Lung Protection: Always wear safety goggles and a face mask when cutting
laminate flooring.
Knee Protection: Protect your knees with kneepads to avoid discomfort during installation.
Assistance: Consider enlisting a helper for efficient handling of materials, especially for
larger rooms.
Preparing Your Subfloor: The Foundation for Success
A properly prepared subfloor is crucial for a successful laminate flooring installation.
Ensure your subfloor is:
Dry: Excessive moisture can damage laminate flooring, so ensure your subfloor is
completely dry.
Smooth: Any unevenness in the subfloor will show through the laminate flooring, affecting
the final appearance.
Level: An unlevel subfloor can lead to instability and squeaking in your laminate floor.
Clean: Remove any debris, old flooring, or adhesives to create a clean and smooth surface
for installation.



Laminate Flooring Installation: A Step-by-Step Guide
Follow these steps for a successful laminate flooring installation:
Subfloor Check: Double-check that your subfloor is dry, smooth, level, and clean before starting the installation.
Underlayment: Install a suitable underlayment to provide a moisture barrier, sound insulation, and cushioning.
Plank Direction: Consider the room's layout and natural light sources when choosing the direction to lay your planks.
Starting Point: Begin laying the first row of planks in a corner, with the tongue side facing the wall.
Expansion Gaps: Maintain consistent expansion gaps around the perimeter of the room to allow for natural expansion and contraction of the flooring.
Trimming: Trim planks as needed using a mitre saw or Stanley knife to ensure a precise fit around obstacles and corners.
Staggered Joints: Start each new row with an offcut from the previous row (if long enough) or a new plank, ensuring the joints are staggered for stability
and visual appeal.
Final Row: Measure and cut the planks for the final row carefully to fit the remaining space while maintaining the expansion gap.
Click and Lock: Connect the planks using the click-lock system, ensuring a secure and seamless fit.
Finishing Touches: Install scotia or skirting boards to cover the expansion gap and create a polished look.



Doorframes and Pipes: Handling Tricky Areas
For doorframes, you can either undercut the doorframe to slide the planks underneath or cut the boards to fit around the frame.
Rightcarpet.store Pro Tip: Undercutting the doorframe often provides a more professional and seamless finish.
For radiator pipes, use a flat wood bit to drill a hole in the plank, then cut a keyhole shape around the pipe using a mitre saw. Ensure adequate clearance for
the pipe to allow for expansion and contraction.
FAQs About Laying Laminate Flooring
Can I lay laminate flooring over carpet? It's generally recommended to remove the carpet before installing laminate flooring.
Can I lay laminate flooring on concrete? Concrete is a suitable subfloor for laminate flooring, but ensure it's dry and smooth.
Can I lay laminate flooring on wood flooring? Yes, you can lay laminate flooring over wood flooring, provided the wood subfloor is level and securely
fastened.
How much laminate flooring do I need? Measure the length and width of your room, multiply them together, and add 10% extra for waste and cuts.
How many packs of laminate flooring do I need? Divide the total area of your room by the area covered by one pack of flooring.
What's the cost of DIY laminate flooring installation? Factor in the cost of the flooring, underlayment, accessories, and tools.

Need Help with Your Laminate Flooring Project?
If you prefer to leave the installation to the professionals, Rightcarpet.store offers expert laminate flooring installation services. Contact us today for a free
quote and let our experienced team handle your project.


